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Bird monitoring in Cyprus

– the BirdLife Cyprus experience
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BirdLife Cyprus - Who we are

• Registered non-profit,
non-governmental organisation

• Formed in 2003 through the merger 
of 2 ornithological societies

• 10 staff

• ~500 active members

• BirdLife International partner
in Cyprus



BirdLife Cyprus – Our vision



Keeping track of the state of our birds
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Coverage of bird monitoring 

programmes



Waterbirds
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since 2005
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Autumn migration
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since 2006



Common Bird Monitoring scheme

since 2006



Nocturnal
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European Roller
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Griffon Vulture Audouin’s Gull



Why? What these data are used for?



1997

2020



Species conservation

© D Nye



Oroklini Lake

Conserving sites and habitats

Akrotiri Marsh
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How?

Volunteers





Common Bird Monitoring schemeCommon Bird Monitoring Scheme

• Common Bird Indicator

• Farmland Bird Indicator

• Forest Bird Indicator

EU obligation

Under service contract 
to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Rural 
Development & 
Environment



Common Bird Monitoring Scheme
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40 species
150+ sites
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Common Bird Monitoring Scheme

Balanced coverage
by region
by habitat
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Common Bird Monitoring Scheme

Walked line transects
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Common Bird Monitoring Scheme

Distance sampling
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Pan-European Common 

Bird Monitoring Scheme
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Volunteers

Challenges & considerations



Bird surveying

Bird watching

STANDARDISED
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The ideal volunteer

• Committed

• Reliable

• Spokesperson/Reputation

• Cooperates & follows instructions

• Expertise & ability



Challenges & considerations

Methods & protocols
– in the field



Challenges & considerations

Methods & protocols
– data handling, management & analysis



Going high tech?



Going high tech?!
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www.birdlifecyprus.org


