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Species on the move…

Agriculture (contaminant)
Recorded (archaeologically) from the
late Bronze Age onwards

Horticulture/forestry
A selection of species tried in Cyprus 
(Bovill, 1915)



Movement of (pest) species

Chapman et al. (2017)

• Connectivity 
through global 
trade networks 
best explanatory 
variable for 
current invasion 
pattern in EU



Observing the aliens among us

Preston et al. (2002)



www.gbif.org

Plant science and biological records

Azolla filiculoides (Water Fern)



Mosquito distributions, 
early 1940s

Planning new plant communities…
© UK National Archives



Planning new plant communities…
© UK National Archives



Tractor sowing Acacia saligna

“Xylotimbo Forest”
1920s

© UK National Archives



Acacia saligna invading wetlands

2015



• Mapping on
GPS-enabled 
tablets

• October 2015
• Polygons also 

contain 
field notes

• Other 
invasives/non-
natives
recorded

• To be hosted in  
open data 
repository

Pescott et al. (In press)



Future invasives?

Establishing Eucalypts in wetlands

Early 1940s

© UK National Archives



Eucalypts in Portugal

Catry et al. (2015)

Eucalyptus forest in Cyprus



Early warnings

• Further key role of 
volunteer 
community

• New technology

• Recording apps to 
alert us of new 
invasions & record 
spread

http://www.planttracker.org.uk
http://www.brc.ac.uk/apps

http://www.planttracker.org.uk/
http://www.brc.ac.uk/apps


Future work : Grid-based mapping

• Occurrences in 1 km UTM squares
• Public datasets, e.g. on GBIF

Chater (2010)
Trueman et al. (2013)
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