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Harlequin ladybird, Harmonia axyridis (Pallas)
(Coleoptera: Coccinellidae):
• Native to Asia 
• Intentionally introduced to many countries as a biological control 

agent of pest insects and unintentionally introduced to numerous 
other countries  - dramatic global spread 

• Generalist top predator, able to thrive in many habitats and across 
wide climatic conditions. 

• Poses a threat to biodiversity, particularly aphidophagous insects, 
through competition and predation.

• Involvement of citizens in monitoring this species in a number of 
countries around the world is inspiring and has provided data on scales 
that would be otherwise unachievable.  

Harmonia axyridis inspiring global collaborations 
• Many countries have engaged members of the public in monitoring the 

distribution of H. axyridis
• Lessons learnt have been informative for developing citizen science.
• Considerable scope to share resources and technology to increase 

involvement in monitoring ladybirds and other species including IAS.

Distribution of H. axyridis in Europe

Declines in 7 of 8 UK native ladybirdsDistribution of H. axyridis in UK Adalia bipunctata declined by 44%

Developing Ladybird app for Europe

All ladybird photos credited to Gilles san Martin; Thank you to all volunteer recorders 


